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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please CANCEL claims 1-4, and AMEND claim 5, as follows: 

1^. (CANCELED). 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED^ Tho cartr l dao as c l a i mod i n c l aim 1 A cartridge for an 
information recording medium, comprising: 

a cartridge case having an opening to receive the information recording medium; 

an opening cover detachablv mounted to the cartridge case at the opening, to enable the 
information recording medium to be received and/or withdrawn into/from the cartridge case: 

holding means for holding the information recording medium relative to the opening 
cover by supporting the information recording medium when the information recording medium is 
completely withdrawn from the cartridge case: and 

positioning means for positioning the information recording medium, which is 
accommodated in the cartridge case, upward/downward at an exact position , 

wherein the cartridge case further comprises an opening through which the information 
storage medium is accessed by a recording and/or reproducing apparatus while accommodated 
in the cartridge case. 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A cartridge for an information recording medium, 
comprising: 

a cartridge case having an opening to receive the information recording medium; 

an opening cover, detachably mounted to the cartridge case at the opening, to enable the 
information recording medium to be received and/or withdrawn with respect to the cartridge 
case; 

a holding unit which has a holding extension which extends from the cover and holds the 
information recording medium relative to the opening cover by supporting the information 
recording medium where the information recording medium is withdrawn from the cartridge case; 
and 

a positioning unit which has a positioning extension which extends from the cartridge 
case to position the information recording medium when the information recording medium is 
accommodated in the cartridge case and is not being held by the holding unit. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The cartridge as claimed in claim 6, wherein: 



2 



SERIAL NO. 10/678,257 DOCKET NO. 1349.101 5DC2 

the cartridge case includes a releasing element, and 

the holding extension interacts with the releasing element to release the information 
storage medium during insertion so as to be supported by the positioning unit, and to engage 
with the information storage medium during removal such that the holding unit holds the 
information storage medium when the information recording medium is completely withdrawn 
from the cartridge case. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The cartridge as claimed in claim 7, wherein the holding 
extension interacts with the releasing element to move away from and release the information 
storage medium during insertion, and to move towards and engage the information storage 
medium during removal such that the holding unit holds the information storage medium when 
the information recording medium is completely withdrawn from the cartridge case. 

9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The cartridge as claimed in claim 6, wherein: 
the positioning unit positions the information recording medium at a plane above a 

surface of the cartridge case, and 

the holding extension includes at least one channel which accommodates a periphery of 
the information storage medium such that a recording surface of the information recording 
medium is substantially parallel to the plane during insertion and removal with respect to the 
cartridge case. 

10. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The cartridge as claimed in claim 9, wherein the 
holding extension comprises a pair of elastic pressure parts, elastically formed on the opening 
cover, to elastically support the information recording medium using the at least one channel to 
hold the information recording medium relative to the opening cover when the opening cover is 
not attached to the cartridge case. 
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